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EIS will help determine future management of
INEEL high-level waste; may require change to
Settlement Agreement
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Ann Dold, Oversight’s Idaho Falls office manager, is the state’s lead on the EIS. “Overall, our
participation as a cooperating agency made for a better document and improved interaction
with the public, I hope that translates to a better decision from everyone’s perspective. For
one thing, it’s created more open communication with DOE and provided opportunities to
resolve differences early in the process. True, there were times when our differences required
extra time and resources to bring the document to a level acceptable to both parties. And on
occasion, we had to remind DOE that we were a cooperating agency, entitled to participate in
fundamental decisions about the EIS. But, looking back on a process that has taken over two
years of concerted effort, I can now see the benefits and have gained an appreciation for the
complexities DOE must deal with when preparing an EIS of this magnitude.”
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Options for treating high-level waste
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What does separating the waste do?
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Alternatives for closing HLW facilities
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Waste types, treatments, and disposal locations
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Waste processing

No action

Pros Cons

Pros Cons
least worker risk

most long-term benefit

some long-term benefit

most long-term risk

Continued current

Separations

Non-separations

Minimal INEEL
processing

operations

Facilities closure

No action

Clean closure

Landfill standards

some long-term benefit

greatest worker risk

some worker risk

some worker risk

little short-term air, INEEL worker and
transportation risk

long-term benefit, air, and little
short-term air and INEEL worker risk

most long-term risk

high long-term risk; some short-term air
and INEEL worker risk

some air and short-term INEEL
worker risk

some short-term transportation, air,
and INEEL worker risk

some short-term transportation and
Hanford worker risk

long-term benefit

little transportation risk

long-term benefit; less
transportation risk

Performance-based

Evaluating options
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Yucca Mountain: a possible answer
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Why a geologic repository?
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How would a repository work?
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Why is Idaho concerned?
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What’s happening?
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